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I thank Rob for his service and good 
advice and, most of all, his friendship. I 
want to tell his wife Jane, that after 14 
years of commuting to Washington, he’s 
going to be back home in Ohio, especially 
on the weekends. 

Rob is a tough act to follow, but that’s 
why I picked Jim Nussle. He’s a man of 
integrity, a man of vision, a man well quali-
fied to hold this job. I ask the Senate to 
act quickly on his nomination. When con-
firmed, he’ll make an outstanding OMB Di-
rector. 

Congratulations to you. 

[At this point, Director-designate Nussle 
made brief remarks] 

The President. Good job. Well done. 
[Office of Management and Budget Director 
Robert J. Portman made brief remarks] 

The President. Good job. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:49 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
The transcript released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Director-designate Nussle and Director 
Portman. 

Statement on the Deaths of Firefighters in Charleston, South Carolina 
June 19, 2007 

Laura and I mourn the devastating loss 
of some of America’s bravest. Our prayers 
are with the families and friends of nine 
firefighters from Charleston, South Caro-
lina, who selflessly gave their own lives to 
protect their community. These firefighters 

were true heroes who demonstrated great 
skill and courage. Their unwavering com-
mitment to their neighbors and to the city 
of Charleston is an inspiration to all Ameri-
cans. 

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic 
June 19, 2007 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Laura and I welcome you to the South 
Lawn. This is an opportunity to thank the 
Members of Congress and their families for 
serving the United States. 

First, I want to recognize the Speaker. 
Madam Speaker, thank you for joining us. 
It means a lot that you’ve come. I appre-
ciate the leadership of the House and the 
Senate who’ve joined us. For all the wives 
and husbands, thank you for standing by 
your spouse. It’s not easy to be in public 
office. It’s a lot easier, though, when you 
have somebody who loves you to help you 
do your job. And so Laura and I want 
to thank you all, in particular. We’re proud 

to be serving with you. Occasionally, we 
might have our differences, but one thing 
we all agree on is, we represent the great-
est country on the face of the Earth. 

I want to thank our chef, Paul 
Prudhomme, from New Orleans, Lou-
isiana—one of the great chefs in America. 
Thanks for coming, Paul. I thank Tony 
Snow and his bunch of, well, mediocre mu-
sicians—[laughter]—no, great musicians. 
Beats Workin’, thanks for coming. Kermit, 
come up here. Kermit, we’re proud to have 
you. 

Kermit Ruffins. Well, thanks for having 
us. 
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The President. Kermit Ruffins and the 
Barbecue Swingers, right out of New Orle-
ans, Louisiana. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ruffins. Thank you. Thanks for hav-
ing us. We’re glad to be here. Thank you, 
sir. 

The President. Proud you’re here. Thanks 
for coming. 

You all enjoy yourself. Make sure you 
pick up all the trash after it’s over. [Laugh-
ter] 

God bless you, and may God bless Amer-
ica. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. The 
transcript was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on June 20. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the Russian Federation 
June 19, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the emergency declared with 
respect to the accumulation of a large vol-
ume of weapons-usable fissile material in 
the territory of the Russian Federation is 
to continue beyond June 21, 2007. 

It remains a major national security goal 
of the United States to ensure that fissile 
material removed from Russian nuclear 
weapons pursuant to various arms control 
and disarmament agreements is dedicated 
to peaceful uses, subject to transparency 
measures, and protected from diversion to 

activities of proliferation concern. The ac-
cumulation of a large volume of weapons- 
usable fissile material in the territory of 
the Russian Federation continues to pose 
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security and foreign policy of the 
United States. For this reason, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency declared with re-
spect to the accumulation of a large volume 
of weapons-usable fissile material in the 
territory of the Russian Federation and 
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 19, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 20. The 
related notice of June 19 is listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 
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